58               GEORGE WASHINGTON

North, abetted by the British Parliament, had con-
tinued to exasperate them by passing new bills which
could have produced under the best circumstances
only a comparatively small revenue. One of these
imposed a tax on tea. The Colonists not only refused
to buy it, but to have it landed. In Boston a large
crowd gathered and listened to much fiery speech-
making. Suddenly, a body of fifty men disguised as
Mohawk Indians rushed down to the wharves, rowed
out to the three vessels in which a large consignment
of tea had been sent across the ocean, hoisted it out
of the holds to the decks and scattered the contents
of three hundred and forty chests in Boston Harbor.
The Boston Tea Party was as sensational as if it
had sprung from the brain of a Paris Jacobin in the
French Revolution. It created excitement among
the American Colonists from Portsmouth to Charles-
ton. Six more of the Colonies enrolled Committees
of Correspondence, Pennsylvania alone refusing to
join. In every quarter American patriots felt ex-
alted. In England the reverse effects were signalized
with equal vehemence. The Mock Indians were
denounced as incendiaries, and the town meetings
were condemned as "nurseries of sedition/' Parlia-
ment passed four penal laws, the first of which pun-
ished Boston by transferring its port to Salem and
dosing its harbor. The second law suspended the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